How did the American mink
(Neovison vison) spread in Norway?

And how can 1t help us understand future invasions of alien species?

Mink 1s an invasive species in Norway and is native to North America. Mink farms was established i
Europe due to interest for their fur. Escapees from farms have resulted in it establishing populations in
the wild across European countries. Its population growth and migration patterns are linked to aquatic

environments, and mink pose a threat to native species in the Norwegian ecology. \
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Hunting records for mink across
Norwegian counties, between 1946-
1976, were collected from “Jaktstatistikk AN Troms
o o Nordland
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Figure 2: Intrinsic rate of increase of hunting: shows the
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e Aquatic environments at low altitude seems to suit mink best (coastal
counties). Many counties reached a peak in hunting trend before
_ o . decreasing. This may be due to change in bounty prize affecting hunting

Migration of mink to various counties could perhaps be seen in the data

L , , . where hunting first occurred, e.g. 1961 in Rogaland. Late occurrence of
initiated. The x-axis shows the year. The y-axis shows the amount of mink that was collected for bounty. mink in Sogn og Fjordane and Mere og Romsdal compared to counties

1976 sorted by the different counties. For each county, the data begins when the first record of hunting is

bordering to them could be a result of huge fjords in Hordaland and
mountains in Oppland acting as natural barriers limiting migration.
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