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Invasive Species
Highly resilient
Urgent need to develop more
effective and environmentally
sustainable methods to control
the spread
New research is essential!

Call to Action!

 Physical Removal
Suction and filtration
methods reduce
fragmentation risk.
Effective mainly on
artificial structures        
(e.g., piers).

 (VKM, 2023)

 Chemical Treatments
Lime (Ca(OH)₂): 95–100%
mortality in 12 hrs, but
harmful to other marine life

(Husa and Alfstad, 2023)

Ozone: Ineffective in lab
trials; impractical due
to cost and
equipment needs.

(Piola et al., 2009) 

 Biological Control
Few natural predators
(e.g., crabs, sea stars).
Mature colonies resist
predation due to
tunic and chemical
defences.

 (VKM, 2023)

 Preventive Measures
Vessel inspections, hull
cleaning, and “clean hull”
certifications help limit
spread. 

 (IMO, 2011)

Methods Tried

what is sea vomit ?
Spatial Distribution of

known locations

Figure above shows modeled 24-hour surface drift of sea
vomit larvae from Lille Sotra. Potential to spread to Bergen

Red areas show high recruitment rates 
Blue areas show low recruitment rates

Fast spreading

Introduction point

Aggressive and rapidly spreading
colonial tunicate species 
Valentine et al., 2007; Herborg et al., 2008

Hermaphroditic, suspension
feeder
Valentine et al. 2009, Bullard et al. 2007

Tolerates extreme temp and
salinity fluctuations
Bullard et al. 2007 Yellow Zones = Ecological Niche of Didemnum vexillum 

(Could spread to these areas and become a larger issue!)
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