
RETHINKING PEATLANDS IN NORWAY

Natural Peatland

Expansion of
agriculture

Paludiculture : 
Selected crops that thrive on 
wetlands (e.g. alder, willow, 
cranberries) to have agriculture 
and carbon storage combined

Degraded Peatland
( >20 % of Norway's peatlands)

Restored Peatland

Rewetting 

Greenhouse gas 
emissions

Protecting : 
Law in 2020 : no 
peatlands used (but still 
some exceptions)

Infrastructure development : 
peatland destruction + 
environmental impacts

What are Peatlands? 
• Wetland ecosystems with accumulated organic material (peat)

• Formed under water-saturated, oxygen-poor conditions
• Store 30 % of the carbon in the soil

Drainage → Oxygen in soil → Aerobic 
Decomposition (Mineralization & 
Humification) → Soil degradation with 
changes in the soil properties 

Restriction of
peatlands use
creates tensions
with farmers
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